HA-183

E11is J. Tucker House 1858; 1936
1145 Stafford Road

Darlington vicinity

Private

The E11is J. Tucker House is the successor to an earlier house built
in the first quarter of the 19th century by William Stump. Tucker was the
inheritor of the farm and built the present building on the site of the
original house. During the 1930's, Burt Vaughn Flannery, then owner of
the house, made several major alterations and added a stone studio.
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k2 DESCRIPTION NE- S

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
¥%_GOOD __RUINS X ALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN)} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Ellis J. Tucker House is a 2 1/2 story stone house with several
additions, the main part of which dates from 1858 and the major
addition from 1936, located on the west bank of the Susquehanna River
overlooking a panoramic view up and down the river and across into
Cecil County. The house and its outbuildings are about 3/4 mile north
of Stafford Bridge at Deer Creek and the main elevation faces south.

The main elevation has three bays with a central entrance containing
modern double doors. A two story porch with square columns may have
been added in the 1930's. Three gabled dormers with slate sides

break the slate gable roof on this facade. A flat-topped stone
interior chimney rises from the west gable end and an exterior chimney
is located on the north elevation. The windows on the main elevation
differ on each floor: the ground floor windows have large openings
with paneled lower frames, sidelights, and a 20-1light central section.
The second floor windows are 8/8 and the dormers have 6/6 sash. The
west gable end has two bays on the ground floor, three on the
second floor and two on the attic level. A datestone in this gable
reads: "EJT 1858." The north elevation has a two-story wing and
service entrance. The east end of the house was apparently added or
greatly altered in the mid-1930's. An oriel bay window projects from
this elevation and a datestone set in the wall reads '"1936." Surround:
the house are several levels of stone terraces and lawns, which appear
to be contemporary with the 1930's alternations.

Immediately northeast of the main house is a two-story stone studio

building dating from the 1930's. This building has three bays on the
south elevation, a large studio window on the north, and an exterior
stone chimney on the east gable end. The roof is slate and most

windows have 8/8 sash.

About 200 yards west of the house is a frame bank barn apparently

dating from the mid to late 19th century. It has mortise and tenon
framing with clearly visible Roman numeral joinery guides. The
foundation is stone and the siding is board and batten and vertical,
apparently a recent replacement. Just south of the barn is a small stone
tenant cottage built about 1940.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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“ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

AEHISTORIC  _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC  _COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIG!ON
~-1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC ——CONSERVATION —LAwW - SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —_AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE _SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY __SOCIALHUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART ——ENGINEERING —MusiC . THEATER
X1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —_PHILOSOPHY ——TRANSPORTATION
—1900- __CCMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT )_(_OTHER (SPECIFY;

—INVENTION

local history

SPECIFIC DATES 1858; 1936 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Ellis J. Tucker House may be the successor to an earlier house built
in the first quarter of the 19th century by William Stump. Part of the
tracts from which the present parcel was formed included Rigbies Hope,

a resurvey of the old Mt. Yeo tract, which was passed by will from
William to Henry C. Stump and thence to Samuel C. Stump, who was the
owner of a building on this location shown on the 1858 Jennings and
Herrick map. Parts of the earlier building may be enclosed within

the walls of the 1858 house and the 1936 addition.

In 1931, the farm was purchased by Burt Vaughn Flannery, an advertising
executive and painter, who made major alterations and built the studio.
‘annery raised horses and painted portraits of race horses during the

-940's. One of his clients was Calumet Farms. According to the
1970 survey form, the stone mason for the 1936 studio and addition to
the main house was Lloyd Weaver of Cookville and Darlington.

Note: This form consolidates original survey numbers HA-183 and 184.
Addendum: W. S. Forwood’s "Homes on Deer Creek" (Aegis-Intelligencer,

December 19, 1879) confirms that the Tucker House was built on the
site of an earlier house. Tucker was described as "efficient and
successful as a practical farmer" and his farm as "noted for its
productiveness'.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Martenet's Map of Harford County, 1878

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
FIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE ' COUNTY
STATE COUNTY -
[B1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE

Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor
ORGANIZATION T DATE

Harford County Department of Planning & Zoning January 1983
STREET & NUMBER TEL EPHONE

45 South Main Street (301) 838-6000 Ext. 207
CiTY OR TOWN - ' : STATE

Bel Air Maryland 21014

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, tc be found in the

Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181
1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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| polnt where an immense amount of business, |« §° | jifthe same conditio.

nmilling and in store-keeping,was transacted.
During many years past, owing to the change
I, the tide of men’s affairs, Stafford went

s .hey were left hy his
} . | immediate ancestors ; showing his regard for
: ‘the old style.

value, their interest will be doubly enbanced in
_{ the_estimation of those who come afterius— |
1 long aftér we shall have passed to thatbcmgne
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y i N 4 "~ ] We feel greatly tempted to wander further
FREDERICK W. BAKER, Editor. whence no trayeller refyrng!. = down very low—falling from the position of up the river, where are to be found a number
“ ' -dheve lcmroughwhwh Deer Creek flows, [ one of the most active businesscentresin the | . of beautiful properties, but our heading warns
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Returning from Mr. Harlan’s
O It has been sald that the first handsome. pleas- .| toward the Creck, Wecometothelarge—about
i ure carriage ever introdnced into Harford ;| 200 acres or more—and excellent property of
i} county was owned by John Stump, of Staf- |- - { the late Henry C. Stnmp, now belonging to
{ ford. Atthatdayacarriageattractedasmnch [ k= | Alhert S, and Wm. R. Holloway. Thelarger
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“f tion in the selection of lands best adapted to |}
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Indeed, it may be trathfully asserted that
1 the far-famed valley of Deer Creek is: quite |4
i equal in fertilily, as a grain-growing and asa ||
grazing country, to:any in the world:

e e

Friday Mornisg, - - December |9, 1879, i

The H{)-es on Deer Creek.

BY.W. 8 I/ OF DARLINGTON, MD.
. & Breathes there a man with soul so dead,
‘Who never to himself hath said,

is own, my native land !

n ] 4 N ¥ 4 _ ] ¥ 4 years a%o, heing finally hastened hy an Hcor- ;
Whose | hath ne‘er within him barn'd, If the same eare and attention was bestowed ; der the active and skillfal management of Mr. %id dent; his leg being broken hy a fall. His
4As Rome his footsteps he bath turn’d, npon farming here as is commonly practiced | E. M. Allen, Stafford, as a business mart, now |/ $ ' idow survived him several years, reaching
From wandering on a fore fO. S S ot In Lancaster and Chester countles in Penn: 3 hids fair to rejoice in its ancient fame. Mr. “| 96 or 98 years. This aged couple were the
' R ' ! "‘ sylvania, we feel sure that oir valley would f il Allen is known all over the county as a man- grand parents of Judge John IL Price, and
% We can lmagine hnt few snbjects, Mr. Edi- -equal and in general far exceed the produc- 3 i ufactorer of the best and purest bone dust, | . § were the progenitors of a large family. The
i tor, that. would be so pleasantly entertaining, | 571 tiveness of the counties. named. < It may be i one of the most reliable fertilizers of the s

= house, asmall stone structure, still stands,
.| over near the river, but has remained unten-
" anted for many years. Indeed, its locatlon ls

{as well . a8 imstructive, toa large number of | = L'
the readérs of The Hgis and Indelligencer,ass |-
few hrief and accurate historical sketches of I

safely asserted that, even at the present time, | period. He grinds an.immense amount of
* | nnder our comparatively careless style of

! ! of corm, for clty markets; selis large quanti- :
| farming, our crops-of-wheat and-corn, per {81 il ties of;;ml,,lumber, agyicultyral implement {*

I 8o unapproachable, in consequence of its ereat
™ The Homea on Deer (,'redc.’, ey +| acre, are almost np to.the béststandard of our ij ®c., and® bnys wheat, corn; hay, &e., in ixrge dmnfé’ from any public hgghwa ’ ﬂmt;gjrt is

We are precinded from attempting to snp- sistercounties in. Pennsylvapin: | -0 i gnantities, , likely to remain so. The probabilities are,
§ ply this demand for the reason that we have There are many fine; pro and Dang= Messrs. B. Gilpin & Joshua Smith also | ;

1 though weare notauthorized to say so,or even
mannfacture flint dust at Stafford: Canal}- to thenk so, that one of the young men who

boats load and nnléad at the doors of the [, “{now own the land, will some day erect a
mills; several new buildings have recently |~ ¥ dwelling on the southern part of thg farm, near
{ been erected, and other improvements made; | §¢ 4 e present harn, and ncar an excellent spring,
80, it may be said that, under the efficient ~  which is shaded hy four sturdy white oaks,

| some resldences—Honwg'—“-ix%?e fult gense of
% ; | the word, along the line’ of the Creek that we
@ found, if any exists; It i much to be regret- 8.7 | mlght dwelt upon, did‘we, but’ 89, their
ted that some snch record should not bemade ~ © . emﬁy histories, with plesasure and. with profit. {
before “Time’s: effacing: fingers”’ sball have 1 to ourself, and to all in seareh of suel informa- |
Wholly gbliteratéd the *land'marks” of such * F* {tion; but, as it is, we wilkaketch briéfiy our | | mansgement of Mr.Allen,and with the aidof | * ¥ 1 lanted by persons who lived thiere more than
8 history, \ ; ; impressions of these properties as they mow the Bﬁesers. Smith, Stafford hasbeenrejnven- |- “§ ‘.3 century ago, near by the ruins of an old
Sigllilstt}(l)engiicebﬁ;ﬁ%gfx‘n‘h‘zrgg;lglgp%i' apgeal:. ni }nthcr below th; 'n’lonth of.Dcer : ated ! 1 S i . h'n,t‘_ g e d‘ve]]ing’ fronﬁng the present highw“y from
z r eginning- : the ) L - i irectly u ehbiil, to {§ J i A i
lower Deer; Creek as they are to be seen at ‘Creeﬁ, where it ‘empties it waters into the 4 o L el o b1 -, {Darlmgton oo Lo

8 not the proper historic. materials ‘at hand.—
o Nelther do we know where such data can be

4 . % L e 118 P o the eastward, the ncext property is that of the {§ 1 dwelling here, and an extensive lawn, reach-
the presenj time, rarely going back, In their  ‘ §- FSusquelanna, we find the bandsome’ and late Samuel C. Stump. This property, though | " _{jny dawn the declivity and never-failing
history beyond his personal recollictions. ; = fcommodlous stonc dwelling. of thejate Dr. uite rolling, is noted for its productiveness. " stream whicli runs through the meadow, this

It is to be hoped that these outlines of the| =~ §
present day will prove suggestive to others | ¥

John Archer, MvROCkRm?,Which, through a.| t It fronts the grand Susquehanna as well as ‘: ; I might be made onc of the most beautiful, as It
who may be possessed of historical facts, and

| strange fatillty, hag steod unoccupied, wity, Deer Creek, lyiug in the junctlon, thoughnot [~ ¥+ | gjréady is one of the most valuable properties
the exception of three or four years, for more f§ i : 3l 1n they neighborhood. o %

3 3 r ; : y 047 quite reaching the Creek. ,

induce, then thus to present.them, in print, | than the fourth-of & eentury. Thls widely- " Tlie former owner, dying without issue, the The former owner, H. C. Stump, Lavh

rortheiaencﬁ;of those who wmqom’e after us, : known resideri¢e was built ih the ¢atly property was inhérit}:d gby hls  widow’s oK and died abachelor——a'lways ,esid,ng’vﬁ‘{h{,‘g

ed%%;légut l;swt'cg{igvg) eenh.mw;_gf e | ofhgxe presgérgz;;e rgl,] by,g%,ggh% Afeher, | ne| ﬁm, Mm_ﬁ ‘Tucker, whoié; eqnally | & §5 | mother on the old Homestead property, ad-
firs an placed pon whé  narri ter,, of Jobn  Sthniy, i ractical farmeras { = ' 1 o i

the hills of Deer Creek, yet how llitle do we M efficient and sucoessfulasap joining, never made nor felt the necessity for

sre.the parents of Slir was the former proprietor.

€ ‘ and wi L g { making any improvementsin the bujldings.—
know of what bas tramspired In the human — - 84| well-known eitizen, the. s .- Henry W Mr. Tucker hasalso erected a very comfort- § » He fg_n%]ed ut lithle ; chiefly occupylngh%sat—
history of thé remarkable valley go far back, cher, of Bel Air.- A'very-large aud” valuable;| ble stone dwelling, on the site of the old one, |+ 4 =% tention in grazing cattle, for which stock he
even, a8 but one hnudred years ago! (- farm was formerly ¢onnected with the Rock:) exactly on the Lrow of the steep hill which |*  “E . had a great fondess, and of the qualltles of
- Could we but finda, irge record of the L Run property, bat'it lins been divided np very (1 overlooks the river and the lower end of Deer |. = 4 which hewas considered one of the st jndges
events that transpired hera so far back as snd : uch ately, and portionis of it sold. - Thelad: Nl Creek. Thevlew extends to Port itand |, 84 of the many whedeal in cattle on Deer Croek.
in the single. year of 1779, what a treasyre it | is of excellent quality. Dr. Archer died many £ Havre de Grace, and away beyond, down the | He annually fed forty or fifty select anlmals,
would be! = A like. record of our doings and g yearsago, %;h‘g‘ forty-five, snd with Hitn‘the. Bay, which, taken In conpectlon with the . which always commanded the highest market
sayings will, in ali probability, possess equal | vitality of Bock Rundeparted. It is tryé.th& Creek and eafial, forms one of the finest water ¢ price. :
Interest with onr successors in the year 19791 | i { the large and slowly revolving mill-wheel hae. views of the many that are in the neighbor- {1 The farm contiguous to this on the north-
Personal sketches, where offense to good 4| continued to make its lagy turns, for thé sups hood. Mr. Tucker Is one of those farmers | | west was the old home of his parents, thelate
tt;'iit:mia lfx‘é:lldfr’e %&lﬂl;:ﬁ%?ﬁlnagnd %nto- #% g Sl ply of fo{)lg t% vthe__{glghbo;i{ln()sod,e;lnti'lih Q&)tl:f ¥ who has discovelried thecorrectnesslof Fl‘ﬂ-ll;ﬁ -8 Willlam and ckett Stump, where a large
3 ) ingand en-j . &7 8 this fine : remai al ) . “He who the plow wo s : ;
,ttertsinxl)ng. This is evidenced by the wonder- ’ m Sthi” siné%tméccase of its forines Iw's axlom who by p | family of children and grandchildren were

thrive, himself mnst either hold ordrive and | i reared. ,
applies 1t to Jally practice, with the best re- 1 The writcr can scareely trust himself to
ts. - " ¥ . speak Impartially of thls “old lLomestead:”
8 farm whicl lies Immediately above, on | = §. for It was here that his mother was born ' and
vriver, and rather forther from the Creek, ' passed her girlhood; and it was here, u
belongs to that well-known citizen,, who is | ("1 the same protecting “root-tree shade” that the
every where known as one of our solid men, | eater part of hls own youth was passed.
th as regards mental capacity and pecunia- #¢y The bright days of boyhood, as welbag those
success—Henry 8. Harlar:  He lives re- -2 of shadow ang cloud, which, as Tennyson so
tired from the public gaze, but enjoys the ad- v beautifully exprc&ses it, ‘;imo each lifc must

Uvmntacea af a heantifallv locnted home.  Asa 15 Fall Y cvnwn anamb b, SEPY M

-ful avidity with- which the digries of distin- |-
guished: persons in society are slways read.
sAll we propebe at present Is to make a few
rranning remarks regarding the princlpal
farms, namlng their present owners and occu- .
pants, and In some cases thelr former owners, |
together with their locations, along the valley |-
l ongeer Creek from its mouth, at iioc '
to a point eight or ten miles above, .
f Wille these skgtches are deemed of suffi-

e o L T Y 'S

|t owner.  'We believe It is'now awaiting's pur:
chaser.. . Pl -

Passing up the Creek, the next property
‘| noto is the _fine old - Stafferd. property, welt

‘|l known as the former residence. of . Johw
1l Stump, of Stafford ;” the homestead portiond
il of it now belongs to his son, Mr.' Herraas"
Stamp, Senior. ~ Three-fourtha of a century
{ ago this was the headquarters of wealth, re
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E11is J. Tucker House
Harford County

Photo: Janet Davis
January 1933

South elevation
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E1lis J. Tucker House
Harford County

Photo: Janet Davis
January 1983

Studio, south elevation
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